Immunohistochemical study of neu protein overexpression in clinging in situ duct carcinoma of the breast.
The expression of neu protein in 26 cases of clinging carcinoma (CC) of the breast was investigated. A distinction is made between two types of CC: one with pleomorphic nuclei (PN) and the other with monomorphic nuclei (MN). The PN type of CC overexpresses the neu protein in almost all cases (85.7%), its cells generally exhibit abundant cytoplasm and intraluminal necrosis is frequently observed. The MN type of CC does not overexpress the neu protein, exhibits bland cytological features and shows no necrosis. It is suggested that CC with PN is related to comedo-type carcinoma, while CC with MN is the forerunner of cribriform carcinoma in situ.